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Greek / Shakespearean Tragedies.
Part 1.
According to Aristotle, a tragedy must evoke fear and pity from the audience. A tragedy's main role is to achieve catharsis (Jones, 2012). "Apocalypse Now" is a good example of a film that is tragic and has the Greek elements of a tragedy. "Apocalypse Now" is about the Vietnam War where the United States' forces killed many innocent people. The main character loses himself along the way, just like most of the central characters in Greek and Shakespearian tragedies. They end up realising they lost themselves too late when the damage is beyond control. The main conflict in "Apocalypse Now" is the hypocrisy shown by western imperialism and the journey to self that almost all the characters take only to be lost in the darkness. 
The United States' armies kill innocent people in their own land without giving them a chance to identify themselves as innocents. Willard, the main character says "We'd cut them in half with a machine gun and give them a Band-Aid. It was a lie” (Swyngedouw, 2013). The officers lose themselves while pretending to be following a protocol. The plot of the movie is similar to the plots of Shakespearean tragedies. The story starts with Willard embarking on a journey that involves killing innocents because he is following protocol. Just like Greek Tragedies, his death is caused by a personal decision, from his tragic flaw. "Apocalypse Now" doesn't depart from Greek or Shakespearean tragedies since most of the elements of Shakespearean tragedies are present in "Apocalypse Now".
Part 2.
I noticed that the tragic flaw may be brought about by external matters in the tragic Hero's life. Willard is a good person but following orders blindly kill many innocent people and makes him lose himself. Completing part one deepened my appreciation of the work's complexity. By comparing Shakespearean tragedies with modern tragedies I could see the things that have remained constant about tragedies. The elements of a tragedy have not changed. This show human beings might change but there are things that will remain constant. 
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